
EXAM STRATEGIES FOR CAE 

 

PAPER ONE: READING AND USE OF ENGLISH 

In all parts except for sentence transformations students should read the text for gist before 

beginning to answer the questions. 

Part 1 

This consists of the correct word of four possibilities, which may be of a structural or lexical 

nature. Students must be made aware of this to help them make the correct choice. An 

effective strategy is to write the word in the space provided and then read the paragraph and 

the whole text over and over until intuition comes into play. 

Part 2 

This involves writing an appropriate word in a text. Students must learn that the word must be 

of a structural nature such as an article; a model verb; a demonstrative pronoun; adjective 

intensifier; relative pronoun; preposition etc. translation is inevitable for this part of the 

section and students should not be discouraged from doing so. Also, they have to read the text 

several times very slowly until intuition plays its role. 

Part 3 

This part requires the student to build on a word. Students must decide if the correct word is a 

noun; a verb; an adverb or an adjective. Also, the word may contain a suffix or a prefix. It is 

essential to practice word building such as: 

LONG – LENGTH – LENGTHEN 
DECISIVE – DECISION – DECIDE - DECISIVELY 

(UN)SUCCESSFUL – SUCCESS – SUCCEED – (UN)SUCCESSFULLY 
PREFER – PREFERABLE - PREFERENCE 

Part 4 

The strategy for these sentence transformations are essentially translation i.e: work it out it 

your language first, except on occasions translation does not work due to complexity of the 

grammar required. Practice makes perfect as the transformations which appear in the exercise 

are usually the same time after time. You are required to have a good understanding of 

grammar structure such as: passives; conditionals; phrasal verbs; models and models for 

deducing; indirect speech; etc. 

 

 

 



Part 5: Reading for specific information. 

 First read the whole text for overall understanding. 

 Then read the stem of the question and identify the part of the text that corresponds 

to it. 

 Now you should begin to analyze the options A/B/C/D and associate key words in the 

text with words in the options. In normal circumstances two of the options are easily 

discarded, leaving two from which you have to identify the best option. 

 The questions follow chronologically in accordance with the text. 

 

Part 6: Associate contributions with text. 

 First read the whole text for overall understanding. 

 Then carefully read option A and then read the four contributions for association.  

 Repeat with option B. 

 Remember the contributions may be chosen more than once. 

 

Part 7: Reading to produce overall cohesion of text. 

 First read the whole text to obtain the overall meaning ignoring the options. 

 Then try to fill in each gap and remember that each sentence you choose must fit both 

grammatically and because of its meaning or topic. 

 Carefully analyze the text before and after each gap. Then look at each option to 

identify grammar links such as, subject and object pronouns, linking words, possessive 

adjectives, noun phrases, etc. If the grammar link fits but not the meaning or topic it is 

not the correct answer. In other words, the correct answer will be the only one that 

fits for both reasons. 

Part 8: Reading for specific or general understanding. 

 Begin by quickly reading through each section of the text for overall understanding, 

ignoring the questions. 

 There are now two approaches you can take. You can either focus on each question 

one by one and go through all the texts to find the association, or you can focus on 

one text and go through all the questions and associate those that correspond. 

Whichever is best for you. 

 It is not advisable to associate an exact word in the text with the same word in the 

question, This will be the answer. Look for the match through synonyms and ideas. 

 

 

  



PAPER TWO: WRITING (2 parts) 

1 Essay 

 



 

  



2 Proposal 

 



3. Review 

  



4 Letter 

 



5. Report 

 



PAPER THREE: SPEAKING (4 parts) 

Part 1 

 The interlocutor will ask you a few questions about yourself and on everyday topics such 

as work and study, travel, entertainment, daily life and routines. For example: 

 What’s the best time of day for you to study? Why? 

 What kind of holidays do you enjoy most? Why? 

 Is there anything you dislike about travelling? Why? 

 What kind of magazines or newspapers do you read regularly? Why/Why not? 

 What do you like to do when you go out with your friends? 

 Are you an organised kind of person? Why/Why not? 

 Has the kind of music you enjoy changed since you were younger? Why/Why not? 

 Where would you recommend tourists to visit in your country? Why? 

 Do you think it would be a good idea to work in another country for a short time? 

Why/Why not? 

 What kind of music do you enjoy listening to? 

 Do you like having a routine in life? Why/Why not? 

 What would your ideal job be? Why? 

 If you could travel to any country in the world, where would it be? Why? 

 What is your favourite way to relax? 

 Have you seen any good films recently? 

 Do you enjoy watching sport? Why/Why not? 

 Where is a good place to visit in winter in your country? Why? 

 Do you think you spend more or less time watching television now than you did in the 

past? Why? 

 Do you think it’s a good idea to have a daily routine? Why/Why not? 

 What would you like to be doing in five year’s time? Why? 

 Do you enjoy listening to the same kind of music as your friends? 

 When in the best time of day for you to relax? Why? 

 What is your favourite way of travelling short distances? Why? 

 What do you prefer to do when you spend time with your friends? 

 Is there something you would really like to study in the future? Why/Why not? 

 What do you enjoy about travelling? Why? 

 Do you read many books? Why/Why not? 

 If you could do any job, what would it be? Why? 

 Do you prefer having one long holiday or several short breaks? Why? 

 Do you watch the same kind of television programmes now as you did in the past? 

Why/Why not? 

 

 

 



Part 2 

Learning a new skill 

Turn to pictures 1-3 on page 170, which show people learning a new skill. 

Candidate A, compare two of the pictures and say what you think the people might be 

enjoying about learning the new skill, and how easy it might be for them to master it. 

Candidate B, who do you think would get the most satisfaction from learning the new skill? 

Why? 

Entertaining others 

Turn to pictures 1-3 on page 171, which show people entertaining others in different places. 

Candidate B, compare two of the pictures and say why the people might be entertaining 

others in these different places and how memorable it might be for the people watching. 

Candidate A, who do you think would need the most practice? Why? 

Part 3 

Turn to task on page 172, which shows some things that have become important in many 

people’s lives. 

Talk to each other about why these things have become important to some people in today’s 

world. Then decide which two things will continue to be important to people in the future. 

Part 4 

Answer these questions: 

 Do you think that people have the right priorities in life nowadays? Why/Why not? 

 Some people say that certain jobs are overvalued and overpaid. What’s your opinion? 

 Do you think that people’s expectations of what is achievable are too high nowadays? 

Why/Why not? 

 Do you think that life is easier now than it was in our grandparent’s day? Why/Why 

not? 

 Some people say that it’s only possible to be happy if you have a lot of money. What’s 

your opinion? 

 

 



 



 


